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WATERVILLE, Maine — The search for 20-
month-old Ayla Reynolds continued on Monday
 as the Maine Warden Service, state and local
 police investigators and Federal Bureau of
 Investigation agents combed the area to find the
 girl who was last seen Friday in her father’s home
 on Violette Avenue.

The warden service began searching the surface
 and banks of Messalonskee Stream by plane,
 boat and foot on Monday, expanding the search
 area from the weekend, Waterville Police Chief
 Joseph Massey said during a press conference
 Monday afternoon.

“It was logical considering [the stream’s]
 proximity to Violette Ave.,” Massey said, adding
 that the stream is just one-eighth of a mile from
 the home.

Massey said 75 investigators are assigned to the
 case, including 25 from the warden service who
 pushed their search to the stream.

“It’s very important for us to be methodical, it’s
 very important for us to follow every single lead,”

1. Waterfront Concerts founder
 charged with domestic
 violence

2. Police officer fatally shoots
 Presque Isle man who was
 wielding knife

3. Wal-Mart robbery suspect
 owed $100 for drug debt,
 affidavit states

4. Stolen truck, backhoe and
 ATM destroyed in Aroostook

5. Wardens identify snowshoer, 57,
 found dead on Rome hiking trail

 Blogs
Be a BDN blogger | Browse BDN blogs

 BDN PORTLAND

 News from your community: State | Aroostook | Augusta | Bangor | Down East | Hancock | Lewiston-Auburn | Mid-Maine | Midcoast | Penobscot | Piscataquis | Portland

CLASSIFIEDS | REAL ESTATE | JOBS | AUTOS | PUBLIC NOTICES | SPECIAL SECTIONS | DEALS & COUPONS

NEWS | THE POINT | BUSINESS | NEXT | SPORTS | OUTDOORS | HOMESTEAD | FOOD | EVENTS | OPINION | OBITUARIES | MAINE FOCUS

News Blogs Living Sports Opinion

http://bangordailynews.com/?ref=masthead_image
http://bangordailynews.com/?ref=masthead_image
http://bangordailynews.com/mid-maine/?ref=masthead_text
http://bangordailynews.com/2011/12/17/news/mid-maine/waterville-police-searching-for-missing-20-month-old-girl/?ref=relatedSidebar
http://bangordailynews.com/2011/12/17/news/mid-maine/waterville-police-searching-for-missing-20-month-old-girl/?ref=relatedSidebar
http://bangordailynews.com/2011/12/17/news/mid-maine/waterville-police-searching-for-missing-20-month-old-girl/?ref=relatedSidebar
http://bangordailynews.com/2011/12/17/news/mid-maine/waterville-police-searching-for-missing-20-month-old-girl/?ref=relatedSidebar
http://bangordailynews.com/2011/12/17/news/mid-maine/waterville-police-searching-for-missing-20-month-old-girl/?ref=relatedSidebar
http://bangordailynews.com/2011/12/17/news/mid-maine/waterville-police-searching-for-missing-20-month-old-girl/?ref=relatedSidebar
http://maps.google.com/maps/ms?msa=0&msid=215241530582394105462.0004b47d111e46451b56d&ie=UTF8&t=m&vpsrc=6&ll=44.538734,-69.646797&spn=0.042825,0.034332&z=13&source=embed
http://bangordailynews.com/author/nmccrea/
javascript: void(0);
http://bangordailynews.com/author/nmccrea/
http://bangordailynews.com/2011/12/17/news/waterville/waterville-police-searching-for-missing-20-month-old-girl/
http://bangordailynews.com/2011/12/17/news/waterville/waterville-police-searching-for-missing-20-month-old-girl/
http://portland.bangordailynews.com/2017/03/17/news/man-behind-maine-state-pier-concert-series-charged-with-domestic-violence/?utm_campaign=Bangor+Daily+News&utm_source=portland-widget
http://bangordailynews.com/maine-blogs/?utm_campaign=Bangor+Daily+News&utm_source=portland-widget
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/17/news/portland/waterfront-concerts-founder-alex-gray-charged-with-domestic-violence/?ref=mostReadBoxNews
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/17/news/aroostook/police-officer-fatally-shoots-presque-isle-man-who-was-wielding-knife/?ref=mostReadBoxNews
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/16/news/bangor/wal-mart-robbery-suspect-owed-100-for-drug-debt-affidavit-states/?ref=mostReadBoxNews
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/16/news/aroostook/stolen-truck-backhoe-and-atm-destroyed-in-aroostook/?ref=mostReadBoxNews
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/17/news/portland/waterfront-concerts-founder-alex-gray-charged-with-domestic-violence/?ref=mostReadBoxNews
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/17/news/portland/waterfront-concerts-founder-alex-gray-charged-with-domestic-violence/?ref=mostReadBoxNews
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/17/news/portland/waterfront-concerts-founder-alex-gray-charged-with-domestic-violence/?ref=mostReadBoxNews
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/17/news/aroostook/police-officer-fatally-shoots-presque-isle-man-who-was-wielding-knife/?ref=mostReadBoxNews
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/17/news/aroostook/police-officer-fatally-shoots-presque-isle-man-who-was-wielding-knife/?ref=mostReadBoxNews
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/17/news/aroostook/police-officer-fatally-shoots-presque-isle-man-who-was-wielding-knife/?ref=mostReadBoxNews
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/16/news/bangor/wal-mart-robbery-suspect-owed-100-for-drug-debt-affidavit-states/?ref=mostReadBoxNews
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/16/news/bangor/wal-mart-robbery-suspect-owed-100-for-drug-debt-affidavit-states/?ref=mostReadBoxNews
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/16/news/bangor/wal-mart-robbery-suspect-owed-100-for-drug-debt-affidavit-states/?ref=mostReadBoxNews
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/16/news/aroostook/stolen-truck-backhoe-and-atm-destroyed-in-aroostook/?ref=mostReadBoxNews
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/16/news/aroostook/stolen-truck-backhoe-and-atm-destroyed-in-aroostook/?ref=mostReadBoxNews
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/17/news/state/snowshoer-57-found-dead-on-rome-hiking-trail/?ref=mostReadBoxNews
http://bangordailynews.com/2017/03/17/news/state/snowshoer-57-found-dead-on-rome-hiking-trail/?ref=mostReadBoxNews
http://bangordailynews.com/maine-blogs/?utm_campaign=Bangor+Daily+News&utm_source=portland-widget
http://bangordailynews.com/maine-blogs/?utm_campaign=Bangor+Daily+News&utm_source=portland-widget
http://bangordailynews.com/maine-blogs/be-a-bdn-blogger/
http://bangordailynews.com/maine-blogs/be-a-bdn-blogger/
http://bangordailynews.com/maine-blogs/
http://portland.bangordailynews.com/?utm_campaign=Bangor+Daily+News&utm_source=portland-widget
http://bangordailynews.com/state/?ref=newRegions
http://bangordailynews.com/aroostook/?ref=newRegions
http://bangordailynews.com/augusta/?ref=newRegions
http://bangordailynews.com/bangor/?ref=newRegions
http://bangordailynews.com/down-east/?ref=newRegions
http://bangordailynews.com/hancock/?ref=newRegions
http://bangordailynews.com/lewiston-auburn/?ref=newRegions
http://bangordailynews.com/mid-maine/?ref=newRegions
http://bangordailynews.com/midcoast/?ref=newRegions
http://bangordailynews.com/penobscot/?ref=newRegions
http://bangordailynews.com/piscataquis/?ref=newRegions
http://bangordailynews.com/portland/?ref=newRegions
http://classifieds.bangordailynews.com/
http://classifieds.bangordailynews.com/
http://realestate.bangordailynews.com/
http://realestate.bangordailynews.com/
http://bangordailynews.com/jobs/
http://bangordailynews.com/jobs/
http://classifieds.bangordailynews.com/bangor/transportation/search
http://classifieds.bangordailynews.com/bangor/transportation/search
http://www.mainenotices.com/
http://www.mainenotices.com/
http://bangordailynews.com/browse/special-sections/
http://bangordailynews.com/browse/special-sections/
http://bangordailynews.com/circulars/
http://bangordailynews.com/circulars/
http://bangordailynews.com/?ref=masthead_navigation
http://bangordailynews.com/?ref=masthead_navigation
http://bangordailynews.com/the-point/
http://bangordailynews.com/the-point/
http://bangordailynews.com/business/
http://bangordailynews.com/business/
http://bangordailynews.com/next/
http://bangordailynews.com/next/
http://bangordailynews.com/sports/
http://bangordailynews.com/sports/
http://bangordailynews.com/outdoors/
http://bangordailynews.com/outdoors/
http://bangordailynews.com/homestead/
http://bangordailynews.com/homestead/
http://bangordailynews.com/food/
http://bangordailynews.com/food/
http://bangordailynews.com/events/
http://bangordailynews.com/events/
http://bangordailynews.com/opinion/
http://bangordailynews.com/opinion/
http://obituaries.bangordailynews.com/
http://obituaries.bangordailynews.com/
http://bangordailynews.com/mainefocus/
http://bangordailynews.com/mainefocus/


Search for missing 20-month-old Waterville girl expands to Messalonskee Stream — Mid-Maine — Bangor Daily News — BDN Maine

http://bangordailynews.com/2011/12/19/news/mid-maine/mother-of-missing-20-month-old-was-seeking-sole-custody/[3/18/2017 7:28:09 AM]

 map he said. Massey added that all groups involved in
 the search would continue to “pour our resources
 in.”

Massey wouldn’t say whether police believed Ayla had been taken from the
 Violette Avenue home, wandered off into the cold or something else happened.

“The focus, obviously, is to bring Ayla home,” Massey said.

Police asked for the public’s help in finding the girl over the weekend after her
 father, Justin DiPietro, reported her missing. Ayla last was seen in her bed at
 DiPietro’s home Friday night.

Ayla is blond and 2 feet 9 inches tall. She last was seen wearing green pajamas
 with polka dots and the words “Daddy’s Princess” on them. She had a soft cast
 on her left arm because she broke her arm in a fall three weeks ago, according to
 Massey.

Police interviewed Ayla’s mother, Trista Reynolds, and DiPietro, as well as other
 family members over the weekend, and all were cooperative, Massey said.

Ayla’s parents are separated. DiPietro lives in Waterville and Reynolds lives in
 Portland. The two have struggled to get along, and Reynolds told ABC’s “Good
 Morning America” she filed paperwork on Dec. 15 to obtain full custody of Ayla.

“I’ve had no contact with [DiPietro]; he’s had no contact with me. All I know is
 he’s the last man to see my daughter, and all I want to know [is] where she is,”
 Reynolds said Monday.

Among the leads police are investigating is the claim by a neighbor that a vehicle
 pulled up to DiPietro’s home late Friday night for a brief time, Massey said.

Investigators had two vehicles towed from the Waterville home on Monday.
 Massey wouldn’t say why the vehicles were taken but said it was related to the
 investigation. Family members have not been allowed to stay in the home since
 the investigation started, he said.

Police did not call for an Amber Alert during the search for Ayla because they
 weren’t informed that she was missing until nearly 9 a.m. Saturday, around 10
 hours after she last was seen in her bedroom. The Amber Alert Program is a
 voluntary partnership among law enforcement agencies, broadcasters,
 transportation agencies and the wireless industry to activate an urgent bulletin
 in the most serious child abduction cases, according to the U.S. Department of
 Justice website. The goal of an Amber Alert is to instantly galvanize a
 community to assist in the search for the missing child.

The Waterville Police Department, Maine State Police, Maine Warden Service
 and the FBI are collaborating in the search for Ayla, according to Massey.
 Investigators from each agency met in the Waterville City Council chambers on
 Monday morning to organize their search efforts, he said.

“Each of these agencies bring a unique expertise to finding missing children,”
 Massey said.

Cases of children disappearing from their homes in apparent abductions are few
 and far between, state police spokesman Stephen McCausland said.

“It just doesn’t happen,” he said before Monday’s press conference. “It’s a very
 rare case.”

The investigation is still “very open,” Massey said. “Nothing, obviously, is off the
 table.”

Police have fielded many tips from the public, though Massey couldn’t say how
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 many. He said police were including all leads in their investigation.

Anyone with information about the case is asked to call Waterville police at 680-
4700.

The Associated Press contributed to this report.
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